
CITY OF GROSSE POINTE FARMS CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
SEPTEMBER 14, 2020 at 7:00 P.M. 

 

A regularly scheduled meeting of the City Council for the City of Grosse Pointe Farms was held 

virtually and called to order at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, September 14, 2020, by Mayor Louis Theros. 

Present: Mayor Louis Theros, Mayor Pro Tem Joe Ricci, Councilmembers John J. Gillooly, James C. 

Farquhar, Beth Konrad-Wilberding, Neil Sroka and Lev Wood. 

Absent: None. 

Also Present: Shane Reeside, City Manager, Derrick Kozicki, Assistant City Manager & City Clerk ; 

Debra Peck-Lichtenberg, City Controller & Treasurer; Daniel Jensen, Director of Public Safety; 

John Hutchins, Deputy Director of Public Safety; Matthew Baka, Director of Public Service; and 

William T. Burgess, City Attorney. 

Mayor Theros led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Council considered the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting held on August 10, 

2020. 

Mayor Theros motioned to approve the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting held on 

August 10, 2020. Motion carried. 

Council held a public hearing to consider a dedicated road millage ballot proposal. 

Council heard a brief presentation from City Manager Reeside and City Controller/Treasurer Peck 

regarding the road millage ballot proposal. 

Mayor Theros opened public comment at 7:05 p.m. 

Andy Dervan, 306 Fisher Road stated he is not in favor of the road millage ballot language as 

proposed. 

Mayor Theros closed public comment at 7:10 p.m. 

Wood motioned, Gillooly seconded to place a dedicated road millage proposal on the November 3, 

2020 ballot and to approve the language for a dedicated road millage ballot proposal (2.0 mils for a 

duration of 5-years) as written in Debra Lichtenberg’s memo dated July 30, 2020.  

ROLL CALL VOTE: YES: Theros, Farquhar, Gillooly, Konrad-Wilberding, Ricci, Sroka and Wood. 

NO: None. ABSENT: None. Motion carried.  

Council held a Public Hearing to consider an appeal regarding the denial of a fence permit 

at 466 Calvin Avenue. 

Public Services Director Baka provided Council a brief explanation of the denial of the fence permit 

at 466 Calvin Avenue. 

The applicant Andrea Joy of 466 Calvin Avenue was present to answer questions. 



Wood asked the applicant if the new fence will located on their property and if the existing white 

picket fence would remain in its same location. 

The applicant stated that the new fence would be located on their property and the neighbor’s 

existing white picket fence will remain in the exact same location. 

Mayor Theros opened public comment at 7:42 p.m. 

No additional written or public comment was received. 

Mayor Theros closed public comment at 7:43 p.m. 

Sroka motioned, Ricci seconded to grant the applicant’s request for a variance for a 6 foot fence 

permit pursuant to Section 6 of the fence ordinance (which allows City Council to reduce the 

requirements of the ordinance which would typically be 4 foot height limit on a fence) for the 

reasons stated at both the August and September public hearings, describing the need to reduce an 

unnecessary hardship.  

ROLL CALL VOTE: YES: Theros, Farquhar, Gillooly, Konrad-Wilberding, Ricci, Sroka and Wood. 

NO: None. ABSENT: None. Motion carried.  

Council held a Public Hearing to consider a Site Plan Review for 260 Chalfonte Avenue, for 

the construction of a parking lot addition. 

The applicant, Grosse Pointe Public School, was represented by Brownell Middle School Principal 

Rodger Hunwick, Joe Cangemi, Assoc. AIA/Project Manager at Ehresman Architects and Marc 

Chamberlin, AIA. Senior Architect at Ehresman Architects. 

Mr. Cangemi gave a brief presentation regarding the proposed site plan for the parking lot addition 

at 260 Chalfonte Avenue. The applicant stated the parking lot is needed to increase parking capacity 

and to ensure that visitors enter the school in a secure manner. 

Council discussed the proposed site plan with the applicant and alternative solutions to the parking 

and security issues. 

Mayor Theros opened public comment at 8:35 p.m. 

Andy Dervan, 306 Fisher Road, stated he was not in favor of the site plan as proposed. 

Tom Rahl, 453 Touraine, stated he was not in favor of the site plan as proposed and requested an 

alternative site be determined for an additional parking lot. Specifically, he stated the parking lot 

should be placed in the court yard. 

Mayor Theros opened public comment at 8:45 p.m. 

Gillooly motioned, Konrad-Wilberding seconeded to table the consideration of the Site Plan Review 

for 260 Chalfonte Avenue, for the construction of a parking lot addition until the October 12, 2020 

Council Meeting. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YES: Theros, Farquhar, Gillooly, Konrad-Wilberding, Ricci, Sroka and Wood. 

NO: None. ABSENT: None. Motion carried.  



Farquhar motioned, Ricci seconded to temporarily adjourn City Council and reconvene as 

the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YES: Theros, Farquhar, Gillooly, Konrad-Wilberding, Ricci, Sroka and Wood. 

NO: None. ABSENT: None. Motion carried. 

The Zoning Board of Appeals held a Public Hearing to consider a dimensional variance at 

122 Muir Road to allow a covered porch to extend into the required front setback. 

Jim Budziak, applicant, gave a brief presentation regarding his variance request. He stated that he 

wanted an existing porch to be covered which would require the covered porch to come out 4 foot 

and 1 inch into the existing legal nonconforming front yard setback. 

President Theros opened public comment at 9:00 p.m. 

Maria Ward, property owner of 120 Muir Road, stated she was not in favor of granting the 

dimensional variance. 

President Theros closed public comment at 9:05 p.m. 

Wood motioned, Ricci seconded that the appeal of FPJ Investments be granted thereby authorizing 

issuance of a building permit to construct a new covered porch roof in accordance with the 

submitted plans dated August 7, 2020. 

Additional information has been provided to the Board in a memo from Matt Baka dated September 

4, 2020 and a review letter from McKenna dated August 31, 2020.  The Board hereby grants a 

dimensional variance to allow for a new covered porch roof that will project four feet, one-inch into 

the existing legal nonconforming front-yard setback. 

Such variance is granted on the basis that: 

1.  Strict application of the Zoning Ordinance would result in a practical difficulty for the user 

of the property due to the lack of viable alternatives that would conform with the precise restrictions 

of the Ordinance 

2. The proposed project is in harmony with the predominant type of building in the district  

3. The variance will result in substantial justice being done because the hardship suffered if a 

variance is not granted would be significant – the owner would have no way to safely enter and exit 

the building (free of ice, snow and rain) and there are no viable alternatives that would obviate the 

hardship 

4. The practical difficulty is not self-created. 

5. The variance will not substantially interfere with or injure the rights of others. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YES: Theros, Farquhar, Gillooly, Konrad-Wilberding, Ricci, Sroka and Wood. 

NO: None. ABSENT: None. Motion carried.  

The Zoning Board of Appeals held a Public Hearing to consider a railing variance at 65 

Mapleton Road. 



Jennifer Riley, property owner of 65 Mapleton Road, gave a brief presentation explaining why she is 

requesting a railing variance for her rental property at 65 Mapleton Road. 

Wood stated he was contacted by the applicant because he is on the ordinance committee and 

conducted a site visit.  

Wood stated that he is not in favor of granting the railing variance at 65 Mapleton Road. 

Gillooly stated he is not in favor of granting the railing variance at 65 Mapleton Road. 

The applicant decided to withdraw her request for a railing variance at 65 Mapleton Road. 

Farquhar motioned, Ricci seconded to temporarily adjourn the Zoning Board of Appeals 

and reconvene as City Council. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YES: Theros, Farquhar, Gillooly, Konrad-Wilberding, Ricci, Sroka and Wood. 

NO: None. ABSENT: None. Motion carried.  

Council considered the Consent Agenda. 

a) Consideration of a request to appoint Mary Ellen Brayton to the Election Commission for a 
partial term ending January 2021. 

b) Consideration of a request from the Public Safety Department to purchase replacement 
bullet proof vests. 

c) Consideration of a request from the City Controller/Treasurer to approve August 2020 
invoices. 
 

Konrad-Wilber motioned, Farquhar seconded to approve the Consent Agenda.  

ROLL CALL VOTE: YES: Theros, Farquhar, Gillooly, Konrad-Wilberding, Ricci, Sroka and Wood. 

NO: None. ABSENT: None. Motion carried. 

Council received the August 2020 Public Safety Report.  

City Manager Reeside informed Council that the Grosse Pointe Farms Foundation would be 

meeting on September 15, 2020 at 5:30 p.m. via Zoom. 

City Manager Reeside informed Council that there would be a presentation regarding the Mack 

Avenue Improvement Plan on September 15, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom. 

Public Services Director Matt Baka provided Council a brief update regarding the Lake Shore Road 

repaving project. 

Assistant City Manager and City Clerk Derrick Kozicki gave a brief presentation regarding the new 

website. 

Council heard public comment under other business. 

Mayor Theros adjourned the regular meeting at 9:50 p.m. 
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